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Introduction: Nowadays, standards and quality criteria are among the most
important indicators of development in economic transactions, food industries,
and agricultural products. Considering the importance of agricultural standards,
this study aimed at investigating and identifying the barriers to the expansion of
agricultural product standardization in Kurdistan province of Iran from the
perspective of experts, focusing on health economics.

Materials and Methods: In this study, factor analysis method was employed to
analyze the data and variables in order to achieve the objectives of study. The
statistical population of the study included experts from Standard Department of
Kurdistan Province of Iran (SDKPI), Natural Resources, Agriculture-Jahad
Organization as well as faculty members and experts with relevant expertise
from University of Kurdistan, Kurdistan University of Medical Sciences and
Sanandaj branch of Islamic Azad University. The data were collected through
interviews and completion of questionnaires. Due to the limited number of the
statistical population (about 300 individuals), a complete enumeration method
was used.

Results and Discussion: Based on the results obtained from factor analysis, the
existing barriers to the expansion of agricultural product standardization in
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Kurdistan province were classified into seven groups including structural and
organizational barriers, barriers related to the private sector and mass media,
knowledge barriers, attitudinal barriers, economic barriers, trade and marketing
barriers, and environmental barriers. The results of exploratory factor analysis
revealed that these seven factors totally explained 55.029 percent of the total
variance of the barriers to the expansion of agricultural product standardization
in Kurdistan province.

Conclusion: The results indicated that structural and organizational barriers
played a significant role as the most important barriers to standardization in
Kurdistan province, and the lack of coordination among executive and relevant
agencies regarding the standardization of agricultural products was the primary
component of these structural barriers. The coordination among public executive
agencies, particularly the Agriculture-Jahad Organization, the Engineering
Organization for Agricultural Systems and Natural Resources, the Veterinary
Organization, universities, and research institutions in the province with SDKPI
in terms of formulating and implementing field and product standards in line
with the health economy was identified as the most important strategy for the
development of agricultural product standardization in Kurdistan province.

Keywords: Standards, Exploratory Factor Analysis, Agricultural Crops,
Standardization Barriers.
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